demonstrated his commitment to a truly democratic society. When asked to define democracy in one word, David responded, "access." In typical lawyer style, David continued, "equal access." These two words truly defined David's mission.
At the law school, David advocated for racial diversity in the student body and on the faculty. In 2004, he served on the university committee to design a new diversity admissions plan, following the United States Supreme Court decision in Grutter v Gratz. He chaired numerous faculty committees and helped many students learn constitutional and land use law as his research assistants. Weeks before his untimely death, David founded the nonprofit organization, From the Lake to the River Foundation, to get the Tulane community involved in providing legal help to the citizens of New Orleans in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. The Foundation's mission is "to facilitate the fair and equitable distribution of disaster relief to New Orleanians wherever they may be" post-Katrina. In talking with David about the Foundation, I was inspired to propose the Disaster Relief & Recovery course that is now a part of our curriculum.
I miss David. We who had the privilege of knowing him will always miss him. But the best way to honor David is to "do justly and love mercy." We owe him and this City no less.
